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'I hope I may now venture to desire that my compliments mny be made, and my gratitude expressed, to Lady llasay, Mr. Malcolm M'Leod, Mr. Donald M'Queen, and all the gentlemen and all the ladies whom I saw in the island of Rasay; a place which I remember with too much pleasure and too much kindness, not to be sorry that my ignorance, or hasty persuasion, should, for a single moment, have violated its tranquillity.
'I beg you all to forgive an undesigned and involuntary injury, and to consider me as,
' Sir, your most obliged,
'And most humble servant,
' London, May 6, 1775.'                                   ' SAM. JOHNSON'.'
It would be improper for me to boast of my own labours; but I cannot refrain from publishing such praise as I received from such a -man as Sir William Forbes, of Pitsligo, after the perusal of the original manuscript of my Journal*.
' To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
'Edinburgh, March 7, 1777. 'My DEAR SIR,
' I ought to have thanked you sooner, for your very obliging letter, and for the singular confidence you arc pleased to place in me, when you trust me with such a curious and valuable deposit as the papers you have sent me". Be assured I have a due sense
1 Rasay was highly gratified, and afterwards visited and dined with Dr. Johnson at his house in London. BosWELL. Johnson wrote on May 12, 1775:—'I have offended; and what is stranger, have justly offended, the nation of Rasay. If they could come hither, they would be as fierce as the Americans. Rasay has written to Boswell an account of the injury done him by representing his house as subordinate to that of Dunvcgan. Boswell has his letter, and, I believe, copied my answer. I have appeased him, if a degraded chief can possibly be appeased : but it will be thirteen days—days of resentment and dis-                                 v|
content—before my recantation can reach him.    Many a dirk will im-                                 &:•
agination, during that interval, fix in my heart.    I really question if                                 j:
at this time my life would not be in danger, if distance did not secure                                 -ff:
it.   Boswell will find his way to Streatham before he goes, and will detail this great affair.'   Pioasi Letters, \. 216.
* In like manner he communicated to Sir William Forbes part of his journal from which he made the Life of Johnson. Ante, iii. 237.
3 In justice both to Sir William Forbes, and myself, it is proper to
ofannot defend it.' Sec ante, ii. 351, 356.
